
More and more people are finding new ways of celebrating the life 
of their loved ones. With a little bit of thought and preparation a 
scattering ceremony can be a wonderful way to gather friends and 
family to say all the things that perhaps there wasn't time to say at 
the funeral. It often happens a little further along the bereavement 
journey and it can bring a sense of release, giving those left behind 
an opportunity to add their thoughts, wishes and goodbyes.

This booklet aims to help guide you through an ashes ceremony: 
where you can and can’t scatter, how to scatter, ideas for your 
ceremony and what to say. There is a lot more information available 
on our website and we’re always very happy to answer your 
questions if we can.

Celebrating the life of a loved one:

How to scatter ashes on land



Location: If no last wishes were expressed by the deceased then consider 
where would be most appropriate: somewhere important in their life, 
somewhere they loved to be or maybe somewhere symbolic? Do consider 
whether you will be revisiting the site and how often as this may impact your 
choice.

Permission: It is the landowner’s decision to allow you to scatter on their 
land, some say no. See our website for places that allow you to scatter.

Locality: Hilltops and headlands are generally very windy; some beauty 
spots are crowded and allow little privacy, you will need to think about 
accessibility of the site, especially for older or less mobile guests.

Timing: Anniversaries such as birthdays can be a good choice. Spring and 
summer are less windy, and sunset can give more privacy and atmosphere, 
particularly if it is popular spot.

Recording: You should record the event and keep this with the family 
records as future generations may wish know or visit.

Splitting the ashes: There is no law against splitting the ashes, if you want 
to choose more than one location or divide them amongst friends and family 
it is up to you. It can allow different family members a chance to 
commemorate in the way that they wish. (Please note: some religions have 
preferences please see website for more detail).

Keepsakes: You might want to hold on to some of the ashes for a keepsake 
(5) or memorial jewellery (4) (6) which can provide comfort, particularly if the 
scattering location chosen is some distance from where you live.

Accessories: Promises (1), Petals (2) and Seedballs (3) can add to the 
occasion.

Some things to consider:

Note:
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Ÿ There are more ashes than you may have realised, they can cover 
quite a large area.

Ÿ You may find a scatter tube or urn easier and more dignified to use 
than the container given to you.

Ÿ Keep the urn or tube fairly low, below waist height.
Ÿ Make sure guests are up-wind.
Ÿ Don't 'up-end' the urn unless you have a rake, as it can be quite 

undignified should you then need spread the ashes.
Ÿ Please don't leave the urn behind.

Ringing Ashes: Scatter the ashes in a ring shape or around an object e.g. 
a tree. Then participants can enter the ring to speak about the deceased.

Trenching or Beaching: Great for a beach. Dig a groove in a shape or 
symbol. Sprinkle the ashes into the trench, cover if you wish and wait until 
the tide washes the ashes away.

Raking: Appropriate for scattering formal areas like a lawn, by using a rake 
you can disperse the ashes equally – this will allow for faster integration 
with the soil and better consistency. 

Toasting: Using small coir toasting cups and in the same way after a 
speech you might toast someone, you scatter them. After someone has 
spoken about your loved one, use the cup to scatter or cast some the 
ashes in the required direction. The cups are refilled as required until the 
end of the speeches or the ashes have run out. Keep the cups for planting 
seeds in.

Some options:

Here are some thoughts on how to scatter ashes:
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– Music ( don’t forget batteries / to charge the speaker!)

– Welcome

– Readings of poetry or passage(s) from a book

– Reminiscences about that person 

– Eulogy - a talk focussing on the achievements of the 
deceased - their loves, pleasures, the meaning of their life

– Scattering or Burying the ashes

– Symbolic actions

Ÿ  Shaking hands or a hug

Ÿ  Make a promise

Ÿ  Light candles or lanterns

Ÿ  Scatter seeds, plant flowers or bulbs 

Ÿ  Planting a tree

Ÿ   A song

– Quiet reflection or prayer

– Final thoughts, perhaps their favourite phrase or saying

– Words of goodbye 

www.scattering-ashes.co.uk 

info@scattering-ashes.co.uk

01392 581012

Example Order of Service 
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